'j The Truth Aliont the Assassination 

Plane Ride Back From Dallas 



1 1 Eyewitness Report Disputes Several Points in Manchester Book | 



. E • “As we boarded the plane ... I did not 
2 § detect an atmosphere of crackling ten- 
12 § sion. In fact.it was like bursting breath- 

ee. = lessly into a wake. Johnson and Kennedy 

> S secretaries were weeping openly and 

9 = audibly. 

= • “The book the President took his oath of 



office on was nor Kennedy's * personal 
Bible / as Manchester reports . . v but a 
missal — a small text oi prayers and 
Catholic Masses, printed in both Latin 
and English 

• "We (Manchester) gives the impression 
that Jackie Kennedy . eager to return to 



Washington, has to wait endlessly (or a = 
Texas judge to come and swear in John- i 
son. The fact is that Mrs. Kennedy had = 
to wait just 20 minutes. She boarded the I 
plane at 2:18, Judge Hughes boarded at E 
2:30 and the oath was administered at j= 
2:38" 5 
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By CHARLES ROBERTS 

i Lost in a seiies of iu- articles— tchlch started 
In Tuesday j Record America* — excerpted from 
“The Truth About the AJiWsrination.” h«i cly-pub- 
Ushed study by on eyeicitne.ia reporter of the con- 
*io vers wi question* surrounding the murder of 
Prest dent Kennedy. Author Charles Roberts, 
White Bouse correspondent for Xeicuiveek May a- 
citte. teas one of the two net vim* m to fly back to 
Wtir/tiapfori on the plane carrying the dead Presh 
•ieii t and Luudan B. Johnson. / Here U his story of 
i he "Ride back from Dallas." 

ir 

ACK AT Parkland Hospital, Wayne Hawks, 
White House Chief of Records, had hurriedly 
assembled a press -pool" of three White 
House newsmen — a wire service man, a radio-TV 
man. a magazine man — to speed ta the airport and 
cover the story aboard Air Force One for all our 
colleagues. M e r r 1 m a n 
Smith, oi CPT, Sid Davis, 
of Wesunghouse, and I had 
raced tc the airport in 
another unmarked police 
car at speeds up to TO 
miles an hour. 

As we boarded the 
plane. which had been sit- 
ting in the sun for three 
hours without air condi- 
tioning. I noticed first that 
It was dark and second 
that ^ was suffocatingly 
hot. I did rot detect an 
atmosphere of cradtlln* 
tension. In fact, it was like 
bursting breathlessly Into 
a wake. Johnson and Ken- 
nedy secretaries, their 
faces grotesquely streaked 
with mascara, were weep- 
ing openly and audibly. 
Strong Secret Sen-ice men. 
CHARLES ROBERTS 'lumped into seats In the 
forward cabin, were shield- 
ing their eyes from view. 

Propelled by Mac Kllduif. who had been await- 
ing us almost as eagerly as Johnson awaited Jmlyc 
Sarah T. Hughes, we pushed back into the gold- 
upholstered conference room, about midships in 
the Uo-foot-long $6 million plane. There a grave 
Lyndon Johnson wo* surrounded bv a group of 
familiar Texans— Representatives Homer Thorn- 
berry. Jack Brooks and Albert Thcmss— and two 
younger men, strangers to me, who had Just be- 
come. unwittingly, top members of rhe White 
House staff. Bill D. Moyers and Jack Valenti. 

Moyer*, then deputy director cf the Peace Corps, 
had been In Austin advancing’’ Kennedv's sched- 
uled speech there that night: he chartered a plane 
and flew to Love Field. Valenti, a Houaton sd man 
who came aboard and flew to Washington without 
even a toothhrush (' I figured if be wanted me to 
leave he’d tell me‘‘i had just made his first phone 
call as a Presidential aide. He had called Deputy 
Attorney General Nicholas Kattenbach in Wash- 
ington to make sure rhat the oath cf office Katz- 
enhach had dictated to a secretary a few minutes 
earlier was the Presidential oath. It was— straight 
cut of the L* S. Constitution, which is primed in 
most drug store almanacs hut was not in any book 
aboard the clane. 




Johnson greeted the tinv. 67-year-old Judge 
Hughes. Then, teeing u*. without smiling, he 
called cur, “If there’s anybody else aboard who 
wants to see this tell them to come in.” For a feu- 
minutes we waited, talking in vluspera barely 
audible over the mournful whine cf an Idling Jet 
engine. Then O’Brien came from the bedroom com- 
partment. aft of the conference room, carrying 
what we took to be a small leather-bound Bible. 

It wasn’t. The book the President took his 
oath of office on. I learned later, was not Ken- 
nedy s "personal Bible," n.s Manchester reports, or 
a Douai * Roman Catholic 1 version cf the Bible as 
Judges Hughes surmised, but a missal— a small 
text of prayers snd Catholic Masses, printed in 
both Latin and English. 

The failure to use a Holy Bible In no way under- 
cut the validity of Johnsons 36-wcTd oath to 
‘ faithfully execute the office of the President . . . 
•and) protect and defend the Constitution of the 




"JACKIE KENNEDY *.lk«l Jowly ini* ih« room. 

'ii< I bn# faintly but hi *h«l appeared ta be • .tale of 
aback. Even the background nhhpering flopped ai *!»e 
stepped forward heiliuntir in her blood-^paUerrd pink 
•nil and «tnod at Jiihtwon’t left dck. Lady Bird Jtood 



at hit rlfbt. The three of them fared Judte Hu ilia* 
a# Johnson nil»*d hia ri*ht hand, ylai-d hi* left on 
ihe miiMal and *<>lrrontv repeated Itier nuili alter the 
judpeJ* 



United States,” to which he added the traditional 
phrase, “So help me God." However, be may be 
the first U. S. President since Theodore Roosevelt 
to take the oath without his hand on a Bible. He Is 
certainly the first Protestant President to be sworn 
in on a musaL It took Just 28 seconds. 

Someone else handed Judge Hughe* a com- of 
the Presidential oath, typewritten, not on an index 
enrd, as Manchester reports, hut on a memo-sired 
piece cf paper, gold-embossed with the Presidential 
Seal and the words “Aboard Air Force One.” 



Moments later Jackie Kennedy walked slowly 
Into the room, smiling falntlv but In what Appeared 
to be a state uf shock. Even the background whis- 
pering stopped as the stepped forward hesitantly in 
her hhxjd-spattered pink suit and stood at John- 
son's left side. Lady Bird stood at hi* right. The 
three of them faced Judge Hughes a* Johnson 
raised his nght hand, placed hi* left on the missal, 
and solemnly repeated the oath after the Judge 

After he said. "So help me God." he turned and 
kissed hi* wife on the forehead, then turned to his 
other side ond gripped Mr*. Kennedy* elbows In a 
tatherly embrace. After the second af silence that 
ensued. Mrs. Johnson clasped Jackies hand and 
said. "The whole natiorr' mourns your husband.” 
The President also tcok her hand. 

Then, as Johnson turned to grasp other hands. 
Police Chief Curry, who had stood behind him. 
said to Mrs. Kennedy: "God bless you little lady, 
but you ought to go back and lie down." "No thanks, 
I'm fine,” Jackie replied, mustering another smile. 
Dryeyed but dared, she remained in the crowded 
conference room only a few minutes; few of the 
witnesses to the oath-taking could think of any- 
tiling ta say to her. Then she retired to the aft 
compartment containing her husband’s coffin, 
where she spent most of the two hours and 12 min- 
utes of the flight back to Washington. 



J-)hnson shook a few more hands, still wilt* 
smiling, and turned to kiss the cheek of Eve 
Lincoln, President Kennedy’s secretary, who w 



standing almost directly behind him I was stand- 
ing behind Mrs. Llncoin. Although 2 am not deep- 
ly lellgious, the words thv came to my mouth 
when I clasped his hand were. God be \ilh you, 
Mr. President." 

At 2:41 p. m.. three minutes alter that brief 
ceremony, Johnson gave his first order as Presi- 
dent— ’Now let’s get airborne." A few Texans 
scrambled off the plane. With all other aircraft 
diverted from the area, the big Presidential fan Jet 
was airborne at 2:47 — Just 10* minutes after Ken- 
nedy died. It was then— after those amenities— 
that Johnson began his sure-handed takeover of 
The government. 

During the flight home the President came 
twice to the table where Smith and I Mere trying 
to record instant history, Srrritty on a borrowed, 
unfamiliar electric typewriter. The first time, still 
suodued and speaking Just above a whisper, he told 
us he wanted all of Kennedy * staff and Cabinet 
officers to stay on— a hint at -let u» continue” 
rheme that he was to sound before Congress five 
days later. The second time he came to inform us 
that he would make a few remarks on his arrival 
—the hrief I ask for your help — ami God's ' state- 
ment he read before TV cameras after landing at 
Andrews AFB. 

★ 

For the rest of the trip, while the Kennedy patty 
remained isolated In the rear compartment, LBJ 
tended to urgent business. He kept in touch with 
The White House Situation Room, manned by Me- 
George Bundy, for any sign the Communist world 
might try to exploit the tragedy at Dallas. He 
railed Rose Kennedy, at Hyiumis Port, to offer 
condolences on the loss of her son. and Nellie Con- 
naily, in Dallas, to wish her husband a lull and 
speedy recovery. He conferred for about 10 min- 
utes with O'Brien an the Congressional situation 
confronting him. 

As a generalization it is fair *a «ay that of 
those who stayed on the payroll for many months, 
Mac Bundy, a Boston Brahmin, and Larry O’Brian, 
n Massachdsetts pci, were ike only Kennedy staff- 
ers who really functioned fer Johnson during the 

Turn ta Page 38. Col. I 
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